Women and the Bible

The Genesis Account

n

1. “Helper” does not mean “i

Genesis 2:18
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him.”

Psalm 33:20
Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

Psalm 70:5
But | am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!

Psalm 115:9-11
90 Israel, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield. 10 house of Aaron, trust in the Lord! He is their
help and their shield. '*You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! He is their help and their shield.

Psalm 146:5
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God,

2. The absence of woman is the only “n g ” in the creation account

Genesis 2:18
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him.”

a“

3. There is no “h "or“s ” language in Genesis 1 and 2

Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

4. The image of God is reflected in the ¢ t

Genesis 1:26-27

%6Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.” 2’ So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and

female he created them.

5. The marriage language of Genesis is “u " not “h ”

Genesis 2:23
This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh...

Genesis 2:24
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

6. The o of creation does not imply authority or lack of authority

1 Timothy 2:11-15

11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 21 do not permit a woman to teach or to assume
authority over a man; she must be quiet. ** For Adam was formed first, then Eve. * And Adam was not the one
deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. > But women will be saved through
childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.



Jesus and Women

Luke 6:6-11

60n another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was
shriveled. 7’ The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched
him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the
man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and stood there. 9Then
Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy
it?” 1He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand
was completely restored. ' But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were furious and began to discuss with
one another what they might do to Jesus.

Samaritan Woman at the Well

John 4:27
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What

do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

Simeon and Anna

Luke 2:25-38
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him...

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, *’ and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never
left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Women Followers

Luke 8:1-3

IAfter this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, *and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of
their own means.

Luke 1:1-4

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, Zjust as they
were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3With this in
mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided to write an orderly
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, *so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been
taught.

Matthew 27:55-56

55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his
needs. *® Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
Zebedee’s sons.



Witnesses to the Resurrection

Matthew 28:5-10

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.
6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. " Then go quickly and tell his
disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now | have
told you.” #So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. ©Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Mark 16:9-14

®When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had
driven seven demons. **She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping.
1When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. ** Afterward Jesus
appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. ** These returned and
reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either.  Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were
eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him
after he had risen.

The Great Company of Women

Psalm 68:11-14

1The Lord announces the word, and the women who proclaim it are a mighty throng: 2 “Kings and armies flee
in haste; the women at home divide the plunder. **Even while you sleep among the sheep pens, the wings of
my dove are sheathed with silver, its feathers with shining gold.” ** When the Almighty scattered the kings in
the land, it was like snow fallen on Mount Zalmon.

Historical Moves of God

Joel 2:28-32

2“And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men
will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. % Even on my servants, both men and women, | will pour
out my Spirit in those days. 31 will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of
smoke. 3! The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord. 3? And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved;

Space for Their Stories to Be Told

Matthew 26:6-13

®While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, “a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of
very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 8When the disciples saw
this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. ? “This perfume could have been sold at a high price
and the money given to the poor.” ° Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?
She has done a beautiful thing to me. * The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have
me. 2 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 3Truly I tell you,
wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of
her.”



